
IDENTIFYING DAMAGED BATTERIES

CHARGING AND STORAGE 

LITHIUM ION
BATTERY SAFETY

Lithium Ion batteries are batteries used in cell phones, cordless tools and 
electronic toys. Home and garage fires started by damaged Lithium Ion batteries 

are becoming increasingly common.  

• If you’re charging these batteries in your home or garage, do 
so only when you’re home and you can see them. 

• Remove the battery from the charger, and the charger from 
the electric outlet when you are not home. 

• Consider storing batteries in a Lithium Ion Battery Bag. 

• Visible damage, like cracks or exposed internal battery. 

• Expanded size. Some batteries will expand significantly from 
their original size before igniting.  

• White smoke may be visible from bad batteries, along with a 
strong odor. If you see smoke or smell a strong odor, remove 
the battery from the house and call 9-1-1.  
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