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For more information on  
  

Path Watch  

Westerville Path Watch is a 

partnership of the Westerville 

Police Department, Westerville 

Parks & Recreation and the 

Citizens of Westerville.   

 

Modeled after the neighborhood 

watch program, path watch is  

comprised of trained 

volunteers.  These volunteers  

become the ñeyes and earsò for 

police and parks & recreation, 

to help keep the paths as safe 

and enjoyable as possible by 

preventing crime and hazards 

on the paths.  

THE LAW  
 

Chapter 4511 of the Ohio Revised Code 
(ORC) governs the operation of vehicles 
on roadways: ñVehicleò means every 
device...in, upon, or by which any 

personé.may be transported or drawn 
upon a highwayé.(including) a bicycleé 
 
ORC 4511.55 Operating bicycles and 

motorcycles on roadway.  (A) Every 
person operating a bicycle upon a 
roadway shall ride as near to the right 
side of the roadway as practicable 

obeying all traffic rules applicable to 
vehiclesé.. 
 
(C) This section does not require a person 

operating a bicycle to ride at the edge of 
the roadway when it is unreasonable or 
unsafe to do so.  Conditions that may 
require riding away from the edge of the 

roadway include when necessary to avoid 
fixed or moving objects, parked or moving 
vehicles, surface hazards, or if it 
otherwise is unsafe or impracticable to do 

so, including if the lane is too narrow for 
the bicycle and an overtaking vehicle to 
travel safely side by side within the lane.  
 

ORC 4511.12 Obedience to traffic control 
devices.  
 
(A) No pedestrian, driver of a vehicle, or 

operator of a streetcar or trackless trolley 
shall disobey the instruction of any traffic 
control device placed in accordance with 
this chapter, unless at the time otherwise 

directed by a police officer.  
 



                            Westerville Path Watch  

Communication 

Safer areas to recreate 

Strengthens community relationships 

More òEyes on Westervilleó 

 

Assists with problem solving and 

leadership skills. 

Provide information on current crimi-

nal activity on the paths. 

Educate residents in safety and pre-

vention techniques. 

Provide quarterly newsletter and 

crime statistics. 

Provide support and program assis-

tances. 

Maintain vital communication link 

between the community  and the city. 

Responds to reports by path watch 

volunteers. 

Standards for Path Watch 

Participants  

Ride only from dawn until dusk 

Report injuries of path users 

Report suspicious activity/behavior on the 
paths 

Report crimes and hazards on paths 

 

Requirements 

& equipment  

Cell phone 

E-mail address 

Age: 18 or older 

10 hours of initial training 

Carry volunteer ID on person at all times 

Wear provided path watch vest 

Background check 

40 hours of committed time per year 

 

Standards of Conduct  

Friendly 

Helpful  

Courteous 

Non-confrontational or argumentative 

Benefits of Path Watch  

Approximately 10 hours: 

Police Procedures & reporting 

Bicycle Maintenance 

Parks and Rec. procedures & 

reporting 

CPR & First Aid 

Initial Training  

 

The Cityôs Role 


